
Deer Park Church – Life Group Study Guide 
Week of  10 December 2017 
 
This week's daily readings : Luke 1-6 
 
1. Hope has to do with the future. What we believe about the future 
effects the way that we live today. What are some of the things that 
our world suggests to us as the ‘hopes of Christmas’? Think of 
advertisements, movies, shows, stories, or other cultural things.  
 
 

2. More often than not, these hopes can end up being empty and hollow. Can you share of a time when 
you had a hope at Christmas that just didn't materialize? Maybe it had to do with a relationship, or a 
surprise, or a feeling... whatever it might be.  
 
 
3. There is a greater hope, a true hope that we can focus on during the Christmas season. We read in the 
Bible that, long ago, there was a man named Simeon who was waiting in hopeful anticipation for the 
first Christmas . . the first coming of Christ. Read Luke 2:22-35. What are a couple of things that brought 
Simeon great joy and peace when he was in the presence of baby Jesus? 
 
 
4. In Matthew, there is another very interesting element of the Christmas story that points to the 
foundation of our hope. Turn to Matthew 2 and read through verses 1-12. These wise men offered gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. All of these gifts are extravagant, but there is something very 
significant about myrrh. Do you know some things that myrrh is or was used for? Maybe have some fun 
and google it together. 
 
 
5. Myrrh is a very expensive spice, one fit for a king. It can be used for many different things as you have 
discovered. But back then, there was a very important Jewish custom that myrrh was used for. Read 
John 19:38-42. Here we see myrrh . . . lots of it! 75 pounds! Nicodemus was using it to carry out the 
burial custom of the Jews. How do these two stories tie together? What is the significance here?  Why is 
it important for the hope that we ourselves have at Christmas to remember the connection between 
Jesus’ birth and his death? 
 
 
6. This year at Christmas, may we not just celebrate the birth of Christ, but worship King Jesus as we 
wait in hopeful anticipation of His second coming. When He brings a new heaven and a new earth 
together, and reigns as King of kings and Lord of lords, finally, once and for all making all things perfect. 
What is one practical thing you can do this Christmas season to help you focus on that eternal hope that 
only Christ can give? 


