
 
 
 
 
Are You Ready for Christmas? Not just for all the outward things, like the gifts and the 
dinners, but for the inward things, for dealing with the challenges and the memories of 
Christmas, and welcoming all its joys.  Are you ready for Jesus to come and be born in your 
heart this Christmas? 
 A number of the staff and lay leaders of Deer Park Church have contributed to this 
booklet as a part of that journey, the journey of getting ready for Christmas.  It’s a family 
devotion book for the holidays, from and for our own church family.  It’s not perfect: what 
makes it special is that it expresses the heart and desires of our own brothers and sisters in faith; 
what makes it special is the fact that it is a little piece of our family, gathered together to 
challenge and encourage us this Christmas season. 
 The theme of the devotions is First John chapter three, especially that Jesus has come for 
us to destroy the works of the devil.  To set us free. 
 I hope you will be able to join us on our journey together.  Let’s really get ready for 
Christmas this year; let’s get ready for Christmas together! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Deer Park Alliance Church 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! 

Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: . . . the Son of God came to destroy the 
works of the devil.  I John 3: 1, 7, 8 

  



1 December 
 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I 
will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and 

you will be a blessing. . . and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. Genesis 12:1-3 
 

Waiting for Christmas can be incredibly difficult, especially for kids (and kids at heart). But did 
you know that God’s people had to wait around 400 years between the end of the Old Testament and the 
time that Jesus was born? 400 years! That’s 5 lifetimes! What made things even harder for them to wait 
was that they were waiting on God to keep a promise. Have you ever had to wait for someone to do 
something they promised?  

Long before Jesus was born, God promised a man named Abraham and his wife Sarah that they 
would have a son. The only problem was they were old enough to be grandparents! Imagine grandparents 
having a baby! Even still, God promised that through Abraham’s family, all people would be blessed. 
What God meant by ‘blessed’ was that he wanted to invite all people, no matter what country they were 
from, what language they spoke, or the colour of their skin, into his family.  

Many years later, God sent Jesus to the earth to offer a way to be adopted into his family. And do 
you know what? Jesus was a distant relative of Abraham! God kept his promise! We learn from 1 John 3 
that, Jesus “came to destroy the works of the devil.” In this case, that meant Jesus destroying everything 
the devil did to break up God’s family in the first place and inviting everyone back into his Father’s 
house. 
 

Dear heavenly Father, thank you that you keep your promises, to Abraham, and to us.  Thank you that 
Christmas is coming; thank you that Christ has come; thank you that we are adopted into your family, 
and that you are mighty enough to destroy everything the devil might do to tear your family—and our 

families—apart.  



2 December 
 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel (which means ‘God 
with us’). Matthew 1:23 

 
As we enter into this Christmas season, let us consider where the baby Jesus truly came from: a real birth 
in our history, but different.  Luke 1:35 records the words of the angel, that “the baby to be born will be 
holy, and he will be called the Son of God.”  Jesus was born into this world, not from it. He did not 
emerge out of history; he came into history from the outside. Jesus Christ is not the best human being the 
human race can boast of—he is a Being for whom the human race can take no credit at all. He is not man 
becoming God, but God Incarnate—God coming into human flesh from outside it. His life is the highest 
and the holiest entering through the humble of doors. Our Lord's birth was an advent—an arrival—the 
appearance of God in human form. ( ~ adapted from Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for his Highest, 
December 25) 
 

O Lord Jesus, the world looks on you as a good man, a great teacher, and an amazing prophet of old.  
You are more than all of that.  This Christmas let us know you, and let us show the world who you truly 

are: Emmanuel: God with us! 
  



3 December 
 

When you pass through the waters I will be with you. Isaiah 43:2 
 
The first cry of that newborn coming into the world solidifies the love that a mother and father have for 
their new baby.  This moment, so full of emotion and exhaustion, can be one of sheer joy, or one of fear 
and uncertainty if there is something wrong with that new little life.  So it was as my wife took our new 
little boy into her arms and we realized that things were not all as they should be.  The months that 
followed were filled with examinations, tests, x-rays, appointments, specialists, etc. etc.  All the while 
dealing with the roller coaster of emotions and feelings of helplessness.  The future felt bleak.  How could 
this little child, who looked up at us with innocent eyes, have a future when faced with major 
experimental surgery and only a few months old?   

But God had not abandoned us.  His sustaining strength floated us down this raging causeway 
that we had not chosen.  The love of the Father was never so present than it was in the midst of that 
tumultuous time.  Were we scared?  Absolutely.  Were we exhausted?  Oh yes.  Did we know what the 
future was to look like.  Not at all.  But we had hope, knowing that our heavenly Father was right there 
with us.  We relied heavily on the promises that he gave us.  It was not easy. 

In Isaiah 43 God says that “when you pass through the waters I will be with you and when you 
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  For I am the Lord your God the Holy One of Israel.”  God 
doesn’t say that when you get near the river he will build a bridge so you don’t get wet.  No, you will pass 
through the waters and you will pass through the fire. 
Part of me wouldn’t wish this type of thing to happen to anyone else but another part of me realizes that 
we learned things and grew deeper in our love for our Lord and for each other in ways that we may never 
have been able to without the pain.  We were totally trusting God to see us through.  It was a time of 
preparation, for God wasn’t finished with us yet.  He still isn’t. 

 
Dear heavenly Father, we need you.  Go with us when we are going through deep waters, and when we 
are walking through the fire.  Teach us to depend on you, to lean on you, and help us to grow deeper in 

our love for you, even as we face challenging situations this Christmas.  



4 December 
 

‘My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! There is only one thing worth being 
concerned about.’ Luke 10:41-42 

 
I love Christmas family traditions!  One of our family traditions is to watch National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation each year.  (Please note: this movie would be PG-13—I would not recommend for 
young children).  I know almost every line of the movie as I’ve seen it so many times but I look forward 
to it every year.  Even more now, as we watch it, I can clearly picture my dad belly laughing through the 
film even though he passed away about 11 years ago.  It’s a unique and special memory for us.  If you 
haven’t seen the movie, the gist of the story is: Clark Griswold wants to have the perfect family 
Christmas.  Clark does everything he can to make Christmas special for his family but in every 
circumstance he hilariously fails.   

In the movie, Clark’s motives or intentions aren’t wrong; in many instances they are quite 
honourable.  But nothing much goes right.   

Have you ever had a Christmas like that?  Often Christmas can be a special time, but it can also 
be a terribly stressful time.  The stress of shopping and getting the perfect gift, the stress of cooking the 
perfect turkey, the stress of work and time off, the stress of coordinating family times and visits, the stress 
of finding and wearing the perfect ugly Christmas sweater, or the stress of having the perfect family time 
when nothing is quite perfect.  Christmas can be a very hard time of the year! 

Whenever I start feeling stressed about Christmas I think of the story of Jesus, Mary and Martha.  
At Christmas we spend a lot of time thinking about a different Mary—the mother of Jesus—but the Mary 
in this story is a different one.  In Luke 11, Mary and her sister Martha are having Jesus over for dinner:  
Martha had Jesus in her house but she was completely distracted with much serving;  Mary on the other 
hand was relaxing at Jesus’ feet.  Welcoming Jesus into your home is a great thing and serving Jesus and 
others is a great thing but even then, Martha was missing the point.  She was frustrated, troubled and 
anxious.   

Frustrated, troubled and anxious can sound a lot like Christmas if we aren’t careful.  The Lord’s 
advice to Martha was gentle: “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! There is 
only one thing worth being concerned about.” 

What’s the one thing for you this Christmas?  What’s the way that you can lose the frustration, 
anxiousness, and trouble this Christmas?  Jesus points to Mary as making the good choice—sitting at the 
Lord’s feet and listening to his teaching.  This Christmas, you may not make the perfect turkey, you may 
not find the perfect ugly sweater, you may not find the perfect gift, and you may not have the perfect 
family but to make Christmas great this year I suggest you take some time to sit down with the Lord.  
Hear His teaching by reading the Scriptures and spending time with him in prayer and worship.   

The one thing of Christmas that’s necessary is Jesus.  Without Him, there is no Christmas!  So 
enjoy your Christmas this year.  And if you start feeling anxious and stressed this Christmas—have a seat 
and rest at the Lord’s feet.  He loves you and is with you.    

 
Gentle Saviour, save us for the sake of yourself this Christmas.  Save us from frustration and stress and 
let us hear your call to sit at your feet and enjoy your presence.  Be the ‘one thing’ of our Christmas this 

year. 
  



5 December 
 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.  1 John 3:8 
 

Love transcends all other emotions.  It can calm the anxious, melt the hardened heart, and give hope when 
there seems to be no hope.  Its power defeats all that attacks and its strength lifts us up and frees us from 
the bonds of the evil one in this world. If we let it. 
 The words of the song Good, Good Father have spoken to my heart of late. One of the verses 
goes like this: 

I’ve seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we’re all searching 
For answers only you provide 
Cause you know just what we need  
Before we say a word 

And the chorus continues 
 You’re a good, good father 

It’s who you are, it’s who you are, it’s who you are 
And I’m loved by you 
It’s who I am, it’s who I am, it’s who I am 

When I first heard this song, the repetition in the chorus seemed unnecessary—almost annoying—but 
then I began to take in the message the songwriter was trying to convey.  Heavenly Father, you are so 
good and loving to us.  It’s who you are.  We are loved by you.  That is who I am.  I simply am your 
creation, whom you love.  I am the receiver, having done nothing to deserve your love.  When I think of 
that, it brings me to my knees and fills my heart with the warmth of His great love for me.  For each of us. 

 
Oh Lord, Satan has not a leg to stand on in the face of who you are.  Show yourself to us this Christmas.  



6 December 
 

He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 

    he gently leads those that have young. Isaiah 40:11 
 

Several years ago my family (my wife and one year old daughter) and I made a significant move from one 
end of the country to the other. We had no job waiting for us and simply went on faith, trusting that God 
had made it clear that it was time to go. Once we arrived, things did not go well and I thought that we had 
made a mistake. I had left a good job, but one which had led me to become self-sufficient: pushing God 
out. One night I found myself alone crying out to the Lord, telling him that I could no longer do this on 
my own as I felt my finances and my family slipping away. I got off the throne of my life and invited God 
to take back his rightful place. It was as though God put his arm around me and said that he had always 
been there gently waiting for me to rely on him and not myself. Healing came in my family and God 
provided the job that we needed. God is the great shepherd and gently leads in love when we are prepared 
to let him. 

 
Whether you are on the mountain top or in the valley ask God to take His rightful place in your life. Make 

way for Him and He will do a wonderful work in you. 
  



7 December 
 

Those who have been born into God's family do not make a practice of sinning, because God's life is in 
them. So they can’t keep on sinning, because they are children of God. I John 3:9 

 
In 1 John 3:8, we read that the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. We don’t have to live 
in sin any longer because God’s life is in us. In fact, verse 9 says that we can’t keep on sinning, because 
we are children of God.  

For me, the significance of Christ coming into this world means that I don’t have to live in fear 
any more. This is articulated so well in the simple, yet power words of the song: 

I’m no longer a slave to fear, I am a child of God. 
And when I do fall back into that fear, which inevitably happens, I know that I can run to him, my Father, 
instead of away from him. I am so thankful for the confidence that this brings, being adopted into his 
family as a child of God. He loved us so much that he came to us when we were dead in our sin, and 
secured our future as his children.  
 
Thank you heavenly Father that we come to the Christmas season not as strangers, but as your very own 

children.  Help us to walk in purity of life; thank you that we can live in freedom from fear. 
  



8 December 
 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid!’ Luke 2:10 
Perfect love drives out fear. I John 4:18 

 
At one level, fear is healthy. Fear is an emotion induced by a perceived threat. It is a natural human 
emotion. It is God-given. It keeps us alive. It protects us from danger. 
 There is, however, also unhealthy fear. We could call it: False Evidence Appearing Real. This 
happens when we allow fear to take over to the point that we can no longer see the truth of our situation. 
 When the angels appeared, the shepherds first reaction was one of fear. The shepherds had to be 
reminded to not be afraid. Then the angels pointed them to the truth of their situation.  
 One of the ways Jesus rescues us from our fears is by helping us take our eyes off of our 
circumstances and redirecting our gaze back to him. Jesus wants to enter into our situations so that we 
will not be gripped by fear. 

The expression ‘do not be afraid’ appears in the Bible 366 times – one for every day of the year 
(including leap years!). Do not let fear direct your perspective. Allow Jesus to remind you of the truth of 
your situation so that his perfect love can drive out fear. 
 

Jesus, I am afraid.  You know the things in my life that cause me fear.  But help me this Christmas to 
entrust my fears to you, and in you see the truth of my situation as it really is, held in the palm of your 

hand. 
 

  



9 December 
 

Go and make disciples of all the nations. Matthew 28:18 
 

Have you ever played a game, or imagined being in a situation, where you were given a mission? 
One where you had to be a hero and save people? After Jesus came and made a way for everyone to be 
adopted into God’s family, there was still one big problem, not everyone knew about him! So, Jesus gave 
everyone in God’s family a mission that we call the Great Commission. This was the great mission he 
gave us: 

I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these 
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20) 

In other words, Jesus was saying to everyone in God’s family: “Go to every group of people in the world 
and give them the invitation into my Father’s family. Then, teach them how to live like I lived. This 
mission would be impossible without me but I have all the power you need and I will never leave you!” 
 You’ve probably heard of missionaries; these are people that are a part of God’s family, so our 
church helps them to complete Jesus’ mission. They go to different countries around the world, giving 
people Jesus’ invitation. We help them out by praying for them and giving them some of the money that 
they need to live and complete the mission.  

Are you a part of God’s family? Yes? Then this mission is for you too! Even if you can’t travel 
around the world, you can still do your part to complete the mission. Talk with your family: how will you 
be a part of God’s great mission this Christmas season? 

 
Lord give me a missionary heart this Christmas; make me, make us, by your grace, a part of your great 

mission.  



10 December 
 

We will see him as he really is. I John 3:2 
 

God, who said, ‘Let there be light in the darkness,’ has made this light shine in our hearts so we 
could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. II Corinthians4:6 

 
I collect nativity sets. They are lovely to look at, and the centrepiece of each is, of course, the 
baby Jesus in the manger.  Everyone is worshipping the baby: his adoring parents, awestruck 
shepherds and exotic magi, and of course at least one token angel. But I wonder if you, like me, 
ever stop to picture that baby the way we will see him someday.   The apostle John on the island 
of Patmos fell at his feet as if he were dead when he saw him.  You can read all about it in 
Revelation 1:12-18; reading that is a good exercise at this time of year.  A baby doesn’t seem to 
demand much of us.  The Son of God in his glory and majesty is a different picture altogether. 

Don’t miss this: the baby in the manger, and the mighty Lord in John’s vision in the book 
of Revelation are one and the same.  And it is that same Jesus who is coming again.  Things are 
going to be different next time; Christ will come as undisputed Lord, not as an infant.  And the 
work Christ has begun in destroying the works of the devil will be completed.  I want to be ready 
for that day.  How about you? 
 

Thank you Jesus that you are the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Help us to worship you 
rightly, as the baby in the manger, and as the exalted Lord of all that exists. Come soon Lord 
Jesus, and this Christmas, even as we see your face in manger scenes, make us ready for your 

coming.  



11 December 
 

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning. I John 3:9 
 
We have all heard the saying ‘practice makes perfect.’ Some prefer to say it a little differently, 
‘practice makes progress.’ Whichever way we say it, the fundamental idea is true.  The more 
time you put into practicing something, the more natural it’s going to become. Remember all of 
those math foundations in grade school that you practiced: times tables, patterns, equations, roots 
. . . or the dozens of free throws that your basketball coach made you toss at the end of each 
practice. In the long run, the practice formed you to be better at that skill.   
 I John 3:1-9 points out that there are people who practice sin. If you take a moment to 
think about your own life, you will see that there are sins you have practiced, or may still be 
practicing. All of us are good at sinning, because of how long and how much practice we have 
put into it over our lifetime. 
 But, there is one who was sent, who offers the power to set us free from sin. Jesus Christ 
appeared in order to take away sins. This very day, and every day from this point forward in your 
life, you have a decision to make. Will you decide to continue justifying, taming, managing and 
practicing your sin, or will you decide to practice repentance? What a beautiful gift from God 
repentance is, and it is only found in Jesus. The sin in your life is trash that is weighing you 
down and quenching your relationship with God and others. Don’t carry it around with you any 
longer. Lay it all down at the foot of the cross, and allow Jesus to dispose of it. In this, you will 
be made righteous before the Father, freed from sin and empowered to practice righteousness.  

O righteous heavenly Father, I want to lead a life that is worthy of your great gospel! Lead me 
day by day, and especially this Christmas, to practice repentance, and to practice living in a 

right way with you, with my neighbours, and with my world.  



12 December 
 

Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows 
that they are righteous, even as Christ is righteous. I John 3:2 

 
In the book of First John, the old apostle John is writing to a church that is struggling with sin, 
and having difficulty distinguishing between true and false teaching. There was no doubt that 
Jesus loved and cared for all His disciples, but everyone knew that John held a very special place 
in the heart of his Lord. In fact, when described himself in his own gospel, he simply wrote, ‘the 
disciple that Jesus loved.’ No other descriptor was necessary. It was John who followed Jesus to 
Calvary, and it was into John’s care that Jesus placed the welfare of his mother. To John it was 
inconceivable that anyone could receive forgiveness of sins, knowing as he did the awful price 
that was paid, and still continue in sin.  

John is not talking about sinless perfection, but is referring to a lifestyle of unrepentant 
sin. “The one who practices sin is of the Devil,” he writes in I John 3:8, “for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works 
of the devil.”  

Even though we cannot, as John did at the last supper, lay our heads on the bosom of 
Jesus, we have his Spirit dwelling in us; freedom from the habit of sin is possible.  
 
Help us to examine ourselves, o holy God, and help us to know that we truly belong to the family 
of the redeemed.  Forgive us of our sins, and free us from any lifestyle of sinning—destroy it in 

us; cleanse us from all unrighteousness and enable us to live for you each day as your true 
children.  



13 December 
 
But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman. Galatians 

4:4 
 
When our children were small they participated in Christmas pageants in our church. One 
particular year our second oldest son was selected to dramatize a sheep in the performance of the 
traditional children’s Christmas carol, The Friendly Beasts. 

As the various animals tumbled across the stage they sang of the gifts they bestowed on 
Emmanuel “humbly born in a stable rude.” The cow surrendered her hay to cradle His head. The 
dove cooed her lullaby to soothe Him. The camel brought Him treasure from the wise men. Each 
‘beast’ proudly gave an offering to the Christ child from their means. Our son (the sheep) 
brought ‘his wool for a blanket warm, a coat to wear for Christmas morn.’ 

We too give gifts, whether wrapped in bright ribbons or in hands extended to help others, 
to honour the new-born king and recognize the blessings we have received through Him. He has 
come to dwell among us, to share our burdens and give us His peace. Our sins are forgiven 
through His shed blood, and He has given us the Holy Spirit to help us as we journey through 
this life. One day we will see Him face to face and be with Him forever. 

What gifts will we give Him this Christmas? 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your indescribable gift of Jesus!  



14 December 
 

An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.”  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. Matthew 1:20, 21, 24 
 
Joseph is such a central character in the Christmas story. I love that Matthew’s account of the 
birth of Jesus allows us a glimpse into this young man’s dilemma. When Joseph finds out that his 
fiancé is pregnant, and he knows he is not the baby’s father, we see his reaction. Although the 
engagement meant they were legally bound to each other, they were not yet living together as 
husband and wife. Joseph would have been justified to end the marriage agreement based on the 
circumstances. As a righteous man, he was hurt and confused. 
 Have you ever been hurt deeply by someone you love. Perhaps you have felt just like 
Joseph did, that your relationship is at a crossroads. It is so painful when trust has been broken 
by someone you love. How should you respond when you are flooded with so many emotions? 
 When Joseph turned to God with his situation, God spoke clearly. Even though God’s 
direction was not Joseph’s natural reaction, he obeyed. Without hesitation, Joseph woke up and 
did what God asked. This big step of obedience thwarted the plans of destroying this 
relationship. It meant that eyebrows were raised and whispers were uttered about possible 
infidelity. It meant that although Jesus was not Joseph’s child, he raised Jesus as his own son. 
But it also meant that God accomplished great things through the willing obedience of a young 
carpenter named Joseph that would change the world. 
 

Heavenly Father, you have a plan for each of us; give us this Christmas the grace to carry out 
your plan even when we are hurt or facing disappointment. Thank you that all we have to be is 

obedient in order for you to accomplish great things through us.  



15 December 
 

And you know that Jesus came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. I John 3:5 
 
John the Baptist called Jesus, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  So, 
when you gaze at a nativity scene remember that the baby in that manger—that beautiful little 
lamb—was, in truth, born to die because of our sins.  He was heralded by angels who brought the 
news of a Saviour to shepherds watching their flocks—flocks raised to be sacrificed in 
Jerusalem, five miles away, just as Jesus would be 33 years later.  Those shepherds understood 
the birth of lambs. 

The Israelites had learned from God’s Law that a perfect male lamb could be sacrificed in 
their place to symbolize that it had taken the punishment for their sins, the innocent for the 
guilty. Fulfilling that Law, Christ was willingly sacrificed on the cross as our substitute, taking 
the punishment for my sin and yours.  That was why He came.  Now you and I do not need to die 
for our own sin. 

This Christmas, when we see pictures of that innocent baby in a manger, let’s remember 
that He was and is the Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world.  Worthy is the 
Lamb! 
 
Precious Jesus, lamb that was slain, you are truly worthy of our praise and our adoration.  When 

we see you in the manger this Christmas let us be filled with thanks that you are not simply a 
beautiful lamb, but the lamb that takes away our sins and the sins of everyone who believes.  



16 December 
 

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, ‘Let’s go to 
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened.’ Luke 2:15 

 
Many of us have already put up lights and decorations; we’ll soon be singing together, “Joy to 
the world the Lord is come, let earth receive her King!” and rejoicing with the angels in Luke 
2:14 saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His glory rests”. 
 We need to remember as we celebrate this season what really happened. “The kindness 
and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared.” (Titus 3:4) “This is how God showed His 
love among us. He sent His only Son into the world that we might live through Him. This is 
love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as our atoning sacrifice for 
our sin.” (John 4:9-10) 
 We live in a politically correct society, where we are sometimes trained to celebrate the 
holidays without mentioning the real reason for them. There is nevertheless a real reason; we can 
say with confidence that “the Word (Christ) became flesh and dwelt among us,” and that in the 
face of the beautiful infant Jesus, we have “his glory, the glory of the only begotten Son of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  
 

Thank you Jesus that you truly came, and that you came to save sinners.  We need your 
salvation; our world needs your salvation. Come and enter into our lives this Christmas, as truly 
as you entered into to life in Bethlehem, and through our lives may your reality and presence be 

known in our world.  



17 December 
 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a 
ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf. Micah 5:2 

 
Christmas carols are always a favorite part of the season. But it’s easy to sing along to the 
familiar strains without really thinking about the impactful lyrics. Take O Little Town of 
Bethlehem for instance. Picture the little, rural town in the song, bursting at the seams with all 
the census visitors. There would be no LED street lights, or well-lit high rise buildings in 
Bethlehem, so darkness would envelop the area, with just the stars and moon twinkling by. That 
is, until the moment of the divine birth. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth,  
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 

The Jewish people had been waiting hundreds of years for the Messiah, hoping, praying but 
probably wondering if it would ever happen. They were looking for eternal rescue from the 
darkness and oppression they faced. Words from that classic song describe what happened that 
miraculous night, and what it means to us yet today. 

But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive him still 
The dear Christ enters in 

Those lyrics fit very well with the truth of 1 John 3:8. Born as a baby, with the grim task ahead 
that only a Saviour could do—destroy the devil’s work. A challenge to us comes in the modern 
Casting Crowns song While You Were Sleeping. 

Above your deep and dreamless sleep 
A giant star lights up the sky 
And while you're lying in the dark 
There shines an everlasting light 
Oh Bethlehem, what you have missed while you were sleeping? 
For God became a man 
And stepped into your world today 
Oh Bethlehem, you will go down in history 
As a city with no room for its King 

Will we miss the real light in the darkness this Christmas, even as we enjoy the twinkling lights 
of the season all around us? Will we sleep through a chance to be like the shepherds and share 
the good news? Are we making room for Him who came to save our world? 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born to us today   
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So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. And because you belong 
to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 
Romans 8:1-2 
 
Now and again I reflect on my life before Christ. When I do this, I remember how distinctly 
different things used to be. I remember often justifying the fact that I was a pretty good person 
despite being basically self serving. I mean, in my relationships, especially my closest ones, I 
wasn’t satisfied unless there was some gain to be had. Of course in the end this doesn’t satisfy, 
but when we are blinded by our sinful nature we cannot seem to put the pieces together.  

Over time this led to a profound sense of loneliness. At the time I couldn’t understand 
what was going on. All I knew is that I felt empty. I thought this was because I wasn’t getting my 
way in life. At that time I was in a relationship; I remember trying to bend her to my will with the 
thought that if she would only come around to my way of thinking that it would alleviate the 
frustration and purposelessness in my life.  

And then I found Christ…or should I say he found me. 1 John 3:8 says that “the Son of 
God came to destroy the works of the devil.” Anyone who has had a genuine encounter with the 
living God understands this in a profound way. I’m not saying that I am free from the 
temptation—or even the act sometimes—of being self-serving. But I will say that I am 
regenerated by the living God living inside of me. The overwhelming desire is to love and to 
serve those that I love. And I have peace!  

That is what Jesus offers us. That is Christmas; freedom from the burden of pride and 
selfishness as well as a multitude of other destructive behaviours. I am so thankful that I serve an 
awesome God who came to free us from sin and destroy the works of the devil.  

 
Thank you Father that through your Son Jesus we have been set truly free.  Help us, we pray, as 
we face temptation.  Destroy in us everything that stands against you and let us experience you 

and your freedom in a fresh way this Christmas.  
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For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; but the LORD will 
arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you. Isaiah 60:2 

 
Have you ever been outside, unprotected in a long, dark, stormy night? If so, you will recall the 
longing for the first signs of dawn that would usher in the bright rays of sunlight. Yet even this is 
a shallow image of the spiritual and moral darkness that had enveloped the world when the bright 
star lit up the countryside announcing the coming of Him who is the light of the world. 

In Isaiah 60:2 we read: “For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep 
darkness the people; but the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.” 

In reading through I John chapter three, we can’t help but notice the same kind of 
contrast, between the destructive works of the devil and the walk of those who are followers of 
Christ, the ones who are in the light. From saving faith given by The Holy Spirit, to faith to walk 
in righteousness, God is using His children to stand in stark contrast to the works of the devil, 
just as in Romans 1:17 where we read that “in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith’.” 

Because of God’s love, and because of the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are set 
apart from, and, as John says in I John 3:1, unknown, or misunderstood, by the world, just as 
Jesus Christ was misunderstood. This love is so profound that our salvation exceeds forgiveness 
and embraces adoption: he has named us his children. And as His children, abiding in Him, we 
are declared righteous and equipped to walk in righteousness. This is the first fruits of the 
destruction of the works of the Devil. One day our Lord will utterly destroy all presence of, and 
temptation to sin. 

 
Loving Father, with joy we look back to the first Advent, the first coming of your Son Jesus.  

Thank you for the light that we see in him, and all that which we are becoming in Him.  With 
joyful anticipation we watch for the second Advent of our Lord. 
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The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 1 John 3:8 
 
Before time and the beginning of creation, God had a plan, a plan that would include, in his 
perfect world, his creation of the universe, and mankind.   
 God is a God of purpose. He plans what He will do; then He carries out His plan. 
Whatever God has purposed will surely come to pass. As God said in Isaiah 46:9-10, “I am God, 
and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the 
beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do 
all that I please.’ 
 God not only plans, he is all-knowing.  He knew, even as he planned, that sin would enter 
the world through the devil and through mankind’s choice. So in his plan God also put in his free 
gift of salvation: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  
 In putting this plan into action—in saving us—God would destroy Satan’s work. He had 
made this promise to all mankind and to Satan at the very beginning: 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

And God further reminded mankind, in Isaiah 53:4-5, of his promise and his plan: to destroy 
Satan’s work. 
 Then in the fullness of God’s timing, his promise was fulfilled through the birth of our 
Lord, and through the death of Christ on the cross, with which our price of sin was paid with his 
perfect shed blood. (See Luke 2:1-17 and Matthew 27:32-50) 
 Then with His resurrection on the third day, God defeated death itself, one of the 
consequences of Satan’s work. (See Luke 24:1-8 and 1 Corinthians 15:56-57) 
 Let me make one point very clear. Nowhere in Scripture will you find God’s word saying 
that Satan was eliminated at the cross. His work has been destroyed yes, by he himself is not 
finished yet. That is also in God’s plan: Satan’s total defeat will come soon, at the end of the age 
after Christ returns as King. 
 And the reason Christ appeared to defeat our enemy’s work! Christ came so that you and 
I can have the choice of accepting him as our Lord and Saviour, and the opportunity of spending 
eternity with God.  
 And today you can make that choice, free of charge, it is already paid for. All you need to 
do is repent of your sins and ask Christ to come in and give you a new life. In Revelation 3:20 
Jesus says that “I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 
 
Jesus Christ our Lord, our coming King, at this time of year we celebrate, and we praise you, not 

just for your birth, but we also give thanks and revel, with great joy, that the reason you came 
was to defeat Satan’s work on our behalf. Come soon Lord Jesus!  
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Anyone who keeps on sinning does not know him or understand who he is. I John 3:6 
John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began preaching. His message was, ‘Repent 

of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.’ Matthew 3:1-2 
 
John the Baptist was known for his weird clothes, weirder diet, and most of all for his fiery 
message.  His job was to prepare people’s hearts for their king—King Jesus—by urging them to 
turn from their sins.  Why? Because the Kingdom of Heaven was near.   

What is the Kingdom of Heaven?  When we pray, ‘may your Kingdom come, may your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven’, we are really praying that we and others would turn 
away from our sins and turn to God, doing his will.  The devil, who is the enemy of the 
Kingdom, tries to turn people away from God by tempting them to sin.  He knows that anyone 
who continues to sin will be destroyed.  But I John 3:8 says that “the Son of God came to destroy 
the works of the devil.” So wherever God’s will is done, the devil’s work is destroyed and the 
Kingdom of Heaven comes.  

So let’s respond to John’s message this Christmas by turning from sin and turning to our 
King of Kings. 
 

Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon. May your 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us today the food we need, and forgive us our sins, 
as we have forgiven those who sin against us. And don’t let us yield to temptation,  but rescue us 

from the evil one, for yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen  
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My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you. 
Galatians 4: 19 

 
Once we accept who Jesus Christ truly is, God with us, we must take the next step: God in us! 
His birth in me. Just as our Lord came into human history from outside it, He must also come 
into me from outside. Have I allowed my personal human life to become a “Bethlehem” for the 
Son of God? I cannot enter the realm of the kingdom of God unless I am born again from above 
by a birth totally unlike physical birth. In John 3:7, Jesus said to Nicodemus that “you must be 
born again.” This is not a command, but a fact based on the authority of God. The evidence of 
the new birth is that I yield myself so completely to God that ‘Christ is formed’ in me. And once 
‘Christ is formed’ in me, his nature immediately begins to work through me. ( ~ adapted from 
Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for his Highest, December 25) 

 
Holy God, this Christmas, don’t let us miss out on the most amazing gift ever given: the 

redemption of man by Jesus Christ.  Help us we pray, to prepare our hearts to receive your very 
own self, that we might be born again from above. 
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Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he 
gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 

being. Philippians 2:6-7 
 
My favourite Christmas hymn is Hark the Herald Angels Sing.  It is filled with such deep and 
wonderful theological truth and it’s a classic tune: I love it!   

Hark the herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the newborn king; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled’ 

Humanity and God had been separated by sin, “but while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:8)  Jesus is the ultimate sacrifice for us! When we place our faith and trust in 
Him as Lord we are reconciled to God: Awesome! 

Christ, by highest heaven adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  

Jesus not only lived and died; he rose again.  He is at the right hand of the Father, even now.  
Sometimes we think this world is out of control or our life is out of control. Even just then, Jesus 
is the everlasting Lord.  Be confident that He is in control. 

Late in time behold Him come, 
offspring of a Virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity  

John 1 tells us that “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God,” but that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  As Paul writes in Philippians 
2, “he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a 
human being.”  God became a person just like us.  What an awesome truth! He was 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus our Emmanuel  

There was a time when we were indifferent towards God and uninterested in the things of God.  
But long ago, or not so long ago, you heard the good news of Jesus and something stirred within.  
It made sense to you and you believed. That moment was a miracle—that moment was when you 
were spiritually born!  Take some time to remember your story; your story is an echo of the 
angels proclaiming, ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’   
 

Glorious king.  Thank you for the ways that the truth of your incarnation is expressed in song 
and in art.  Let us sing the songs of your birth with passion and joy this Christmas, thinking 
deeply about the beautiful truths within. Hark the herald angels sing: ‘Glory to the newborn 

king!’  
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For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him will 

not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 
 
I always thought the reason we gave gifts at Christmas was because of the wise men’s gifts to 
Jesus, but theirs were not the first.  John 3:16 tells us that Jesus, God’s one and only Son, was the 
first ‘Christmas gift’.  The giver was God.   

We were the recipients, all of us, the entire world. The motive was love, and the intention 
that the recipients would not perish but have eternal life. That’s a pretty big gift. 

A gift, though, has to be accepted to do any good.  If I bought you an expensive, wrapped 
gift and set it under the Christmas tree for someone you loved, that gift would do no good 
whatsoever if the recipient didn’t actually pick it up and open it.   The same is true of God’s gift 
to us: in its own way, it needs to be taken and opened, too.     

So this Christmas, do not leave God’s gift to you unopened.  you may be opening his gift 
for the first time, or maybe you opened it long ago, but have in some ways and forgotten its 
value in your day to day life. It may be that this Christmas is a time for you to share God’s gift 
with someone else in your life.  In every case, and especially at Christmas, now is a fitting 
season to pick it up and treasure it for what it is: the most precious gift of all. 
 

Thank you for Christmas, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Thank you for the greatest gift of all, 
Jesus Christ who destroys the work of the devil in and among us. Show us your gift, lead us to 
share it with those we love, and to truly pick it up and open it this Christmas, in every area of 

our life.  
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See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! 
Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: . . . the Son of God came to destroy the 

works of the devil.  I John 3: 1, 7, 8 
 

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Charles Wesley 

 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever; 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thy own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 
by thy all-sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 


